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any part of enemy country, for Dio tells us that any troops that
had been posted there were withdrawn1. On the other hand, the
long freedom which the province was now to enjoy from barbarian
inroads must be attributed in a large measure to the effect pro-
duced by the northern campaigns of the last years of Severus.
Some credit must be allowed also to the vigilance that was
exercised under his immediate successors2. And this was a time
when a new development was taking place in Britain, as else-
where, at the legionary fortresses. Excavation at York has indi-
cated that the troops there were ceasing to be quartered in the
barracks, and similar evidence has come from Caerleon3. The
disuse of the barracks would mean an access of importance for
the adjoining settlements, and it will have been in the Severan
period that the settlement at York received the status of a
'coloniaV
V. CARACALLA
In the coinage of 211 Caracalla and Geta are still connected
with military events in Britain, and it would seem to have been
late in the year before they left the island for Rome, where they
deposited the ashes of their father in the mausoleum of the Anto-
nines and celebrated his deification. Caracalla's passion to be sole
ruler, which had made him await his father's death with im-
patience, now made intolerable to him the nominal equality which
1  Dio LXXVIH, i, i. The history of Birrens would seem to run parallel
with that of the stations on the Tyne-Solway Wall, to which it served as an
outpost. As part of the Wall system it would not be regarded as in enemy
country, and a continued occupation there would not be a contradiction of
Dio's statement, which is borne out by what is known of the other Roman
sites of Scotland.
2  Besides evidence for a rebuilding of the amphitheatre at Caerleon under
Caracalla or Elagabalus (see below, n. 3), there is the evidence of inscriptions
for road repairs under Caracalla in Wales and in the neighbourhood of the
Wall (C.LL. vn, 1164,1186) and of the restoration of fort buildings in the
north under both Caracalla (tt, 351, 1002, 1042) and Elagabalus (**. 838,
964, 1044-5 = J.R.S. xxvn, 1937, p. 247, no. 7).
8 For York see J.R.S. xvm, 1928, pp. 95-85 for Caerleon, Jrch. Camb.
June 1931, p. 155. At Caerleon the evidence for the disuse of the barracks
r. 200 is the more significant by contrast with the evidence of an inscription
from the site of the headquarters building recording restoration under Severus
(V, E. Nash-Williams, Catalogue of the Roman Stones found at Caerleon^
p, 5, no. 2 =s C.LL. vn, 106), and with the evidence for a rebuilding of the
amphitheatre under Caracalla or Elagabalus (R. E. M. Wheeler, 'The Roman
Amphitheatre at Caerleon', Archaeologia, LXXVIII, 1928, p. 154).
4 It was a 'colonia' before 237* (J.R.S. xr, 1921, p* 102)*